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nothing less than the impending submission of England
to the Papacy.
In April, 1640, the King found himself in urgent need
of money. Parliament, without whose consent he could
not obtain it, was therefore again convoked, after an
interval of eleven years. Cromwell took his seat for the
second time as member for Cambridge.
No sooner had the session begun, than strife broke out
between the King and the Commons. The defiant
attitude of the latter, and the haughty disdain of the
former, rendered agreement impossible. On the 5th
May, Charles summoned the Commons to the Bar of the
House of Lords and, in angry and contemptuous tones,
declared that Parliament was dissolved. Thus ended the
Short Parliament, which had sat for just three weeks.
Once again, Oliver returned home. In November, the
Houses were again summoned to Westminster and again
Cromwell took the road to London. He was now forty
years of age, and still quite unknown to fame. One of
his fellow-members, Sir Philip Warwick, has sketched
his portrait, and it is not a very flattering one. He
describes him as Very ordinarily apparelled' in 'a plain
cloth suit, which seemed to have been made by an ill
country tailor. His linen was plain, and not very clean;
his sword stuck close to his sidfe.3 cHis eloquence', adds
Sir Philip, 'was full of fervour.' The subject of his speech
was hardly reasonable: 'it was a plea for a servant who
had dispensed libels against the Queen. I sincerely
profess it much lessened my reverence unto that
great Council, for he was very much hearkened
unto*5
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